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 part IV. The Executive
 
Relation of
Cabinet to
Council.
House of
Lords as
Council of
the Crown.
 to secrecy all present and past Cabinet Ministers, who may only
disclose Cabinet proceedings and other confidential discussions if so
authorised by the Sovereign.1 Alienage is a disqualification, but on
naturalisation an alien becomes qualified for membership: The King
y, Speyer; The King v. Cassel, [1916] 1 K.B. 595; [1916] 2 K,B. 858.
The functions of the Privy Council are distinct from those of the
Cabinet. The former is a body which gives formal approval to certain
acts of the Government; the latter is deliberative. Although all
members of the Cabinet are Privy Councillors, it is not as a Com-
mittee of the Council that they meet, but as "Her Majesty's Ser-
vants." The Cabinet is summoned by the Prime Minister. The
Council is convened by the Clerk of the Council, whose office dates
back to the sixteenth century. The only connecting link between
the modern Cabinet and the Council is the oath and obligation of
secrecy which binds Cabinet Ministers as members of the Council;
but it should be remembered that the first use of the term, Cabinet,
was to describe inner bodies of the Privy Council
The House of Lords is still in theory a Council of the Crown* It
has not been summoned, as such, since 1688, but traces of its former
function are preserved in the writ of summons. Moreover, it is the
privilege of a peer to seek individual access to the Sovereign, though
the privilege may not be used by peers as such for the purpose
of tendering advice on their own initiative on matters of
government.
The Royal Prerogative.2
At most periods in our history the term, prerogative, has been used
to connote rights and capacities of the Crown which have little in
common with one another except that in the words of Blackstone
they are based on that "g]3S^|U£:em^^^	King hath,
I over^ndjibpye all other persons, .and out of the ordinary course of
I tKe common Jaw, in right of his regal dignity/* * f^dxapte& is
^
It is none the less
necessary to explain other uses of the word, prerogative, and to touch
briefly on the history of the prerogative, some appreciation of which
is essential for understanding the present law*
1 The Times, 8 August, 1952,
 *	The student should study both the cases and introductory chapters in Keir
aad Lawson, Cases in Constitutional Law, pp. 43-75* We express our obligation
to the authors, on whose historical summary we have freely drawn.
 *	I. Blackstone, Commentaries* 232.

